IiLusTrATIONS OF DANTE'S PURGATORY

I. Camon

Dracte and Virgil coming out of the Infiemo traverse the natural
undergrownd passageway and find themselves on the beach of
an izland of the Antartic Homisfere upon which the mountain
of Purgatory is placed. Here they moct Catoa (g fa barba
& it pel fance mistr™). (Long is the beard and of mixed white
hairk. The later's suicide in order not 1o fall inte the hands
of Cacear. is conskdered a sacrifice caleulated to teach the
warld the incomparabde price of tmuth (Mfheris vo " corcinnde
ol e s carg S oowte sa ol per Ned ving eifinea "L T go seeking
reediant thar v oo dear S ar e wite kroses for poss (06 denies™),
(Purgatory 1, 13-51)

& Daswe Supoasnen ey 4 REen

Adter the meeting with Caton, Diande and Virgil ron toward the
manne that trembles ot the first lights of sunns=e, victoriows
over the blue sullenness of mght, Virgil i a place snll in the
darkness, gathers with his hands the dew drops and washes
the face of the student. Then together on the beach he girds
the poet with a reed that, admirable so to speak, pulled off,
prodigiously multiphies. (Purpatory L 118-1346],

L Toe Axcer, Noccumeno

The angel of Godd is at abaft of a swifl and mpid embarcation
for the divime vinmee, With its wings lified high up, it penetrates
the sky by he who reaches the miraculons power, Transports
moee than one hundred souls who, sitting in the bos, recise the
paalm of the Hebrews when they were freed from shavery in
Egypt (“fr exive Bl de degypre™). (U the exodis of froel!
Srom Evp™), (Purgatory 11 317-51).

4. Megnine wite CaseLLa

O thee shores of the small island of Purgatory, after Caton, the
two poets micet Casella, Florentine musician who sings “Ameor
cive el miente mi ragiona.” (Love that i e mind reasons
with mre). (Purgatory [1 Te-117).

5 Masrrem

King of Sicily, died in the battle of Benevento in the year
1266, & of the foot of the mountain, ameng the first forma-
tion, with the dead out of the grace of the church. They wait
cutside of Purgatory thirty times the time during which they
were excomunicated from the church. {Purgatory 11,

Upon awskening, Dante nodices that he is no longer in the
plessant Valletta, He kneels and confesses 1o the angel who
engraves seven P% on hiz forehead, symbol of the seven sins
that must be expiated in the seven frames of the Purgatory
(IX, 103-132), Two paintings have been executed: one with the
angel incising the seven Ps, and the other with the angel and
the two poeis al the opening of the door of purification,

6. Bra g

Following the indication of the excomunicated souls, Dante
gand Virgil begins the ¢limb along a narrow and particulady
steep path, Under the shade of 2 large reck are lyving the
soals of the negligent for lazingss, Among these is the soul

of Belacqua, a very lazy Florentine lutist, known 1o Dante
{Porgatory 1V, B8-108)

T. BoxcosTe pa AMosxTereLin

[ the second formation of souls are Jacopo del Cassero,
Buonconte da Montefeltro, Pia dei Tolomei, Sordello and
many more. [n the air is heard the singing of “Misererne mer
Devex, " We are anill in the Anti-Purgatory among ihe soals
that died violently, pardoning. They suffer the pain of waiting
outside of the Purgatory a8 mary vears as they had lived,
{Purgatory v, 8-129)

. Pra e Toaomagr

Sad and delcate 15 the story of Pia dei Tolomei who was killed
by her husband, and she pandons him at the end of life: *Owl,
guando savai tornate af monde / e riposate de ln lunga via... /
rivordali i me che son fa Pla. S Sfena ni e, disfecend Marem-
e / salsi colui che inawellata pria, [ disposando, mavea con
da sira gremma . Ok, please. when vou are in the world egain,
damd are quite rested from your jowrney here ", SO0, please re-
menrber me! {am called Pia. / Siena gave ne life, Maremma
death, S as he kvows who began it when he pat £ his gew wpon
my fengee, pledging Gaith”) (Mark Musa, Purgatory %, 13-
1361

Pia went 1o be wile of Mello dei Pannocchieschi who closed
her in his castle of S1one (near Massa Maritima) and went
1o have her killed (some sav it was for an infidelity tha dhe
committed some say it was becanuse he wanted to remarey), Pia
iz awe ol the most feminine and gentle Riures of our poetry: all
discretion, delicacy, and kindness.

O Vircin asT SORDELLD

Oither souls crowd around Dante begging for suffrage. Back
on the road, the two pocts meet Sondello who embraces Wingil
because he ks from Mantova, To this spectacle of love of
couniry, Dante'’s thought runs painfully to the condition of lialy
and Florence. (Purgatory VI, 58-75). In David’s illustration,
Sordello appears nude while embracing Yirgil while Dante
observes

10. Tux: Exviors Oxes

In the second frame, covered by livid cilices, with sewn eyelids,
with mon they must keep each other standing, they waich too
much the condition of others. Among the examples of charity
is Maria at the wedding of Cana, while among those of emvy
is Cam who Killed his brother Abel. The angel of compassion
rubs off the second P on Dante’s forchead and sings = Beari
srsericordes’ [ Blessed are the Compassionare”),

11 T leascinies

The irascibles walk i dense andd unbreathable smoke in the
third formation (or cornice) because they ket offuscate the sizht
ofthe smoke of anger. Among the souls of a certain relevance
ig Marco Lombarde. There are examples of meekness and
examples of punished anger; ot the end the angel of peace rubs
off the third P on Dante’s forchead while singing Seatf pocifci
(Bleszed are the Praceid).
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12. Tug Sove Ones

The sour ones run with anguish in the fourth formation
because they were lazy during their lifetime in doing their
dutics. Among these are the Abbey of San Zeno. Examples
of solicitude are followed by examples of sourness and in the
end the angel of solicitude rubs off the fourth P on Dante’s
forehesd, Afler having heard the sour ones, Dante falls asleep
arnd dreams of the woman Halba,

13, THE AMSUNCATI0N

The Annuncatvea o5 an example of humhity Tor these souls of
the first frame, the armogants, who walk bent under the heavy-
weights, for their desine to elevate themselves above the others,
“Eece ancilla Donnini™ (Here is the Lord ¥ servant) the singing
thit fesoaids i the sunmy warm ae The angel of humility
erases e first P oon Dante’s forehead and sings “Beati pau-
peres spiritw.,,” (Blessed are the poor of spivit.. ) Amoog the
exanples of arrogants is Lucifer who precipitates from heinen
angd Forms the immense funnel of the inferno.

1, Msees s Pooosaes

In the fifth formation, the niscrs and the prodigals, face down
on the ground had hands and Feet ticd for they had their heard
stuck on the ground and did nod do wordhy deeds. Among
them, Adriano V. Upgo Capeto and Siwtius. Vingi] explains to
Dante the dream (the mermaid is the symbil of svarice, of the
gullet and lust). The angel of justice rubs the fifth P off Dante’s
forchend and sings “Beata qui lugent... " (Blessed be thoze
widlha arre o, b,

15, Tur Greoy

The greedy ore the fourth fonmation and suffer fame and seven
near fruit trees on which water falls but docen’t descend on the
earth snd connod be towched for they are too casily satiated in
life. Among the souls punfying are Foress Donati, Bonaggiun-
i da Lucen, Pope Marting 1V and others, The fwo mystic irees
resound examples of temperance, followed by examples of
gresd (the Centaurs drank, Gideon and the Hebrews covetous)
The angel of ahstinence rubs off the sixth P and sings: *Beatf
qm' --tlrrﬂr.ll.rjrun'!.l'um o M eredd b= phore wivs w.:{.!;'r'_ﬁw i

Fraxrice. )

16, Tk Lusteus

In the Seventh Formation are the lusifisl who walk among the
burming flames, erving and embracing each other, for their life
bumed with concupiscerce. The souls ery examples of chas-
tity (The Viegin Mary who says to Saint Gabriel: * Fiewer o
eogmesce T deo ot ko a pran™ ) and of lust (Sodom and Go-
mioera barnt — Pasifse lust ful mother of the Minotaur - woman
and bull coupled tpether). Among the souls are seen Guido
Gunizelll and Arnaldo Daniello. (Purgatory XXV, XXVI,
XXVII). Vingil. Dante and Statius go through the flames and
come oul to carthly Paradise: surprised by the night, they fall
asleep and Dante dreams of Lia (active = Rachel: contempla-
tive] who gathers Aowers. Awakened, Virgil takes leave. The
angel of chastity rubs off the seventh P on Dante’s forchead
and sings “Beali aurde corde... " (Blessed ave thove who have
o paere heavi ... )

=L 4
Viee Comsul of lialy Antensn [ Santis with Oeario Tanells =
Ive Daviads Exhibivion a8 the Public Litwary, Union, ML P9,

17. BlATELDBA

Matelda is a woman of extrasrdinary beaury who appears
Dante in the Terresrial Paradise. Alone, somewhat soliary,
she walks o the shores :-.i.r.g,i:la; iIl.'II:I.:ul,:lL'L'IiI'IE; Mowers, A Deau-
il |lin..:lu||.' i5 et of Tvg Dovid whwo unites a cliromstura of
Fusionistic colors with the spring beauty of the landscape that
iranspouts o a melaphysical and hFi.IiIllﬂ' sl Banclds is
|l'u:L-|:|iaE|3." L= cuented with an HHE:,I..'“L' I:l.l.l'_l,' wlhio ill,:ﬂl.lllFI-im;fi
Dante belore the .‘|.|'.r|'r:|ri|:i.-|:|r| of Beatnce angd the dinw:lm.lmt
ol "'-"iq:'.ii. [ore, Blake, Koch, Roxscttt and Flaxman form the
:.1':"I!.1il.; prcn:l;di;r.t\ for Iva David, The l'll'.JrFHi;lt sauls dnnk
the water of the nver Lete 1o fm‘s,cl the evil: where the nnsr,.-h
!'l.iI'IE: “ Reareadicins :lrm' werrfs vl one of the ladics a'l'l.H; bl T
SN, i Libgnn ™ fComne, bride, fmm Ledfrrenr) l:h.lrg.nhr_t
MMV, 22-42),

18, Ivvimsros esoo ron Lerae

fPI.LI"E.I:IIDr_T MNNYL 21-102), Here Darde finds himeelf in the
waler ol the Lethe immersed 1o Use theoat, Matelda ﬂm“sh!l:,'
an the water, dmgu behind the Poet nndd exhords him o |-u=|.:|:|
cloge o her. The beautiful iudg,-' xum.:d.:x.u'n-'d:,r kigees o on the
heend amd immerses him m the water, F-I.'I'I.'inE[ him 1o elrink

19, Tue PruostrriTe axoe Tae Grasr

The griffon ties the cart of the Chaurch b @ hare tree, ihe Intier
in‘lrr'u::liz.ml'_l,r hlassnms :Hnin Oin thee cart, an the |1-1n:¢ ol Bea-
irce APPCaTE A prostifude and next 1o her a E_i;ml with wha she
Ici:uup:. il I!|"u.:|1 I|'|-|.: 35.1111 Elilgl..-”:ﬂq:': 11-|:r whl:n I'rl: |1|1ri1:c:»: l|'|.1£
ghe had tormied and looked at Dante, wnbies the eart from the
plant and pushes it into the farst, (Porgatory XXX, 142-
164K},

20, Tue Warer o T Eusor

Matcldi is the Countess of Tuscany and leads Dante to Bealrice
in the Terrestranl Paradise (Purgatory XXV, 124-135), The
Poet 15 renewed just as the plant thal blessoms with mew Jeaves
in the spring, and he feels pure and ready 10 ascend fo the stars,
[ve David offers us o sublimation of Matelda 25 a beaunful
mvmph in o spring landscape.
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